Eleanor Roosevelt: The First Lady as Advocate for Social Change
Name ___________________________________________
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[bookmark: PublicProjects]Instructions:  For this week, we will be looking at the role of First Lady. Traditionally, the First Lady advocated for special projects and social causes.  However, none was quite as outspoken as Eleanor Roosevelt.  Eleanor was involved in a variety of efforts from supporting charities to lobbying for the disenfranchised and unemployed.  She was involved in New Deal programs such as the CCC, WPA and NRA.  She became the first First Lady to assume a federal post, serving as the working (unsalaried) co-chair of the Office of War Preparedness.  She is known for being an agent of social change.  
This week’s task is to examine some of her speeches and some Letters to Mrs. Roosevelt.  Watch the video, read the letters and her speeches and then answer the questions below:












Part One: Letter to Mrs. Roosevelt
Read the Letters to Mrs. Roosevelt (these are only a fraction of the actual letters sent to Eleanor Roosevelt) and then consider the following:
What are the ages/age bracket of the children writing to Mrs. Roosevelt?


What are some of the pressing material needs described in the letters?  In what ways was poverty affecting these families?  







Do the letter writers try to document their respectability & credibility?  How and why? 



How does JBJ (first letter in the collection that I gave you) compare Mrs. Roosevelt to the other First Lady's? What does this comparison suggest about the nature and depth of Mrs. Roosevelt’s popularity among the poor?



What expectations did these Americans have for the First lady? Why was she a magnet for young letter writers?  Why did they think the first lady could help them? 



How did these letters make you feel; were there things in the letters that surprised/shocked/saddened you?





Now thinking like an historian:
From their letters identify a social, a political, an economic and a cultural aspect of these children’s lives:









If you did not have any prior knowledge of a ‘Great Depression’, what could learn and/or conclude from the letters?   What can we learn about the 1930s? (read closely and be specific…look for evidence)
 



How might such letters have influenced Mrs. Roosevelt? How might these letters then influence government policy?  Did they?



Are we as directly connected to Washington today? Would kids today write to Washington if they needed something? Would you?



Part Two: Excepts from Mrs. Roosevelt’s Speeches
Eleanor Roosevelt is considered an advocate for social change.  Read the Handout that has excerpts from some of Eleanor Roosevelt’s speeches then consider the following.
From Keepers of Democracy (1939)
According Eleanor Roosevelt, when we permit religious (or any type, actually) prejudice, what happens to democracy?  Why is democracy in danger?  Note the year, why is she talking about religious prejudice?







From Race, Religion and Prejudice (1942)
How does she feel about racism? What are the fundamental rights of a citizen according to Eleanor Roosevelt?  Do you agree?


Eleanor is talking about our own issues.  She wants to know how we can fight a war in Europe against tyranny and repression, but at the same time deny the rights of our own citizens?  To what is she referring?  What is going on at home, that may make us hypocritical in our endeavors in Europe?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Eleanor said, "if we are wise, we will do this where it is easiest to do it first, and watch it spread gradually to places where old prejudices are slow to disappear."  What is she suggesting here; what reality is she illustrating (again she was talking about the U.S.)?




From Human Rights (1948)
WWII is over, but conflict is still on the horizon.  We are now transitioning to the Cold War. What does Eleanor Roosevelt have to say about the Soviet Union’s imperialist behavior?




What does she see as the value of the United Nations?





Pretend you are a young person in 2020-2021 (maybe you are, for those of us that aren’t, pretend that you are).  Write a short letter to the White House from the perspective of a youth today.  Given our troubled times, what would today’s youth ask Washington to do?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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